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Montana Environmental Policy Act and You
* What is MEPA

* When is a MEPA review necessary?

« What are impacts?

* What is significant?

* What form will the MEPA review take?

* What this means in a grant application?

Montana
Environmental
Policy Act

MEPA expanded the public right to s

participate in “major actions of state 1
overnment significantly affecting the

quality of the human environment.”

“Look before you leap.”

“An ounce of prevention is worth a

pound of cure.”




MEPA - PROBLEM SOLVING TOOL

Foster wise actions and better decisions MEPA has two central requirements:
by state agencies.
« Agencies must consider the effects of

Ensuring that relevant environmental pending decisions on the
information is available to public environment and on people prior to
officials before decisions are made and making each decision.

before actions are taken. > 5
+ Agencies must ensure that the public
is informed of and participates in the
decisionmaking process.
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PROBLEM SOLVING
THINK BEFORE YOU ACT

QDescribe the Need (PURPOSE AND NEED)

QOExplain the Intended Solution (PROPSED ACTION)

ODiscuss Alternatives (ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS)

QOAnalyze the consequences to the human environment (IMPACTS)
QOAlleviate or minimize adverse consequences (MITIGATION)

QInterdisciplinary Approach

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

QOInforming the public

QSeeking preliminary comments (SCOPING)

QOPreparing environmental reviews (Environmental Assessments, etc.)
QPublic comment

QOFinal Decisions




WHY ME?

Agency
Action

Local
Governments
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APPLICATION

Step 8 — Environmental Checklist

ANl applicants must consider the potential environmental impacts of their projects.
Preparation of this document can alert applicants to consideration of location,
design, or construction actions that will help 1o avoid potential adverse
costs. A project will
adverse impact after

impacts or
not be eligible for funding if it would result in significant
mitigation,

Please complete the environmental checklist below. If an Environmental
completed for the proposed project, you may include it
instead of completing the checklist.

Environmental Checklist

following pages.

[ PHVSICALENVIRONMENT |
[Togaet | TmpactType | Explanationof impacttoResourcs ———————————|
Code
7. SolSurabili,

o & To

O Nolmpact | O Direct
O Benefical | O Indirect
0 Adves O Cumulative

2. Hazardous Facilities (exa

“EnvironmentalNarrative

iy T Jostodors emsions]
O Nolmpact

“EnvironmentalNarrative
0 Benefiial

Adverse lative
4 Groundwater Resource
a

O Nolmpact | O Direct
O Benefical | O Indirect
o O Cumulative

5 Surface Water/Water Quality,
A, I

O Nolmpact | O Direct

EnvironmentalNarratioe:

o

O Benefical | O Indirect

Advere |00
6. Floodplains and Floodp:

Cumulative

O Nolmpact
0 Beneficial

'O Nolmpact ] O Direct TrvironmentalNarratioe
0 Benefical | O Indirect
verse | 0 Cumulative

HELP!




ALTERNATIVES

Preferred
Alternative
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IMPACT ANALYSIS ON RESOURCES

Human
Environment

Physical
LEnvironment

Adverse

Tmpact Tmpact Type | Explanation of Impact to Resource

APPLICATION e, —

O Nolmpact | O Direct
O Benefical | O Indirect
O Cumulative

Step 8 — Environmental Checklist

2. Hazardous Facilities (ex

ANl applicants must consider the potential environmental impacts of their projects.

Preparation of this document can alert applicants to consideration of location, tank

design, or construction actions that will help to avoid potential adverse [0 Nolmpact | O Direct “EnvironmentalNarrative
impacts costs. A project will | O Beneficial | O Indirect

not be eligible for funding if it would result in significant adverse impact after | 0 Adverse | 0 Cumulative

mitigation. - Surrou e oS oors erssions]
T Nolmpact | 0 Direct “TnuironmentalNarratie

Please complete the environmental checklist below. If an Environmental |0 Benefical |0 Indirect

been _completed for the proposed project, you may include it | Cladverse | 0 comulative | e

instead of completing the checklist. 4 Groundwater Resource Ty dtrbution deptht

O Nolmpact | O Direct

ommenal Chockin O Beneficial | O Indirect
5 Comuie
following pages. 5 b;f Water/Wat s

O Nolmpact | O Direct EnvironmentalNarrative
O Benefical | O Indirect

Oadverse | O Comulative
. Floodplains and Floodp:

‘O Nolmpact | O Direct EnvironmentalNarratioe
O Benefical | O Indirect

DOadverse | O Comulative

- Wetlands (1dently any wel

)
O Nolmpact ] O Direct TrvtronmentalNarratioe
0 Benefical | O Indirect
verse | O Cumulative




TYPE OF IMPACTS

¢ Direct
Proposed
Project

* Indirector Secondary

¢ Curmnulative

Cumulative

Impacton
Individual
Resource

o W]

Direct
Proiect Adion Environmental
Impacts

Other
Present
Actions

Indirect
Environmenta
Impacts

Proiect Adion ;::> Related Actions.
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* Reasonably foreseeable;
includes indirect actions

IF POTENTIALLY ADVERSE
Severity
Duration
Extent
Frequency

BUT WAIT!

SIGNIFIC ANCE MITIGATION MEASURES

TR Short-term
erred Alternative Only! Long-term

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS

* MEPA Analysis
¢ Excluded from EA or EIS by Rule

¢ Environmental Analysis
* No Significant Impact or Mitigated

¢ Environmental Impact Statement
* Disclose Adverse Impacts




Notice

y
antent |

Scoping
Notice

APPLICATION
ProposedAction

AreImpacts
- Significant?

Actions of a Special Nature

Minor Repairs, Operations or

Is MEPA N| Maintenance.

Required?

Socialor Economic

Categorical Exclusion
ProgrammaticReview

“Extraordinary
Circumstances?
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Montana Legislature EQC MEPA Resources

NEED HELP?

Orjust call us...

Guide to MEPA (2019)

MEPA Analysis Online Resource List

EQC Environmental Indicators

LIST OF RESOURCES

An evaluation of the impacts, including cumulative and
secondary impacts, on the physical environment
including, where appropriate:

— Terrestrial and aquatic life and habitats;
— Water quality, quantity, and distribution;
— Geology;

— Soil quality, stability, and moisture;

— Vegetation cover, quantity and quality;
— Aesthetics;

— Air quality;

— Unique, endangered, fragile, or limited

environmental RESOURCES; historical and
archacological sites; and

— Demands on environmental RESOURCES of land,
water, air and energy;

MEPA Analysis Online Resource List

EQC Environr

al Indicators

An evaluation of the impacts, including cumulative and
secondary impacts, on the human population in the area
to be affected by the proposed action including where
appropriate:

— Social structures and mores;
— Cultural uniqueness and diversity;

— Access to and quality of recreational and wilderness
activities;

— Local and state tax base and tax revenues;

— Agricultural or industrial production;

— Human health; quantity and distribution of
employment;

— Distribution and density of population and housing;

~ Demands for government services; industrial and
commercial activity;

- Locally adopted environmental plans and goals;
an

— Other appropriate social and economic
circumstances;
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